Special Committee on External Affairs

The Special Committee on External Affairs is a newly established Special Committee. The terms of reference are: “To advise the Bar Council on the external affairs of the Hong Kong Bar Association (excepting relations with the Mainland) and to advise the Bar Council on the development of resources for attending or supporting overseas and international conferences and for providing assistance to overseas and international law associations, and to suggest budgets for the conduct of external affairs.”

Pursuant to these terms of reference, matters concerning overseas and international conferences were being considered. Information concerning conferences which would be of interest to our members was made available through Bar Circulars, the Bar website or the Bar’s notice board. Delegates were sent to attend a number of those conferences including the Commonwealth Law Conference 2005, the Annual Meeting of the American Bar Association and the IBA Conference.
In addition, this Special Committee is also responsible to assist in organizing the third World Conference of Advocates and Barristers (“WBC 2006”), which will be held in Hong Kong and Shanghai in April 2006 and which will be hosted by the Hong Kong Bar Association. The WBC 2006 is organized by the International Council of Advocates and Barristers (“ICAB”), which is an organization formed by the Bar Associations in jurisdictions where there is a separate profession of a referral Bar. The WBC 2006 will be divided into two parts. The first part will be held in Hong Kong from 15th to 17th April 2006, and the second part in Shanghai from 18th to 19th April 2006. The programmes in Hong Kong comprise social events, panel sessions as well as training sessions for the young Bar. The social events include the World Bar Conference Cap Race at the Shatin Racecourse, a Welcome Reception on the Peak and a Gala Dinner. Panel sessions will cover the following topics: the roles of the attorney general in maintaining the rule of law; jurisdictions with two official languages: conflicts and resolutions; public and private financing of litigation; the referral Bar and the media; and the essence of a referral Bar. As regards the training sessions, a team of about 10 leading barristers from various jurisdictions will provide training on analysis technique and handling witnesses in both civil and criminal cases. 
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